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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


The  Household  Hefrigerator 

A  radio  interview.?  iDetveen  I-iiss  Itath  Van  Der.an,  BureaiT'oT^bme  3a^"6'rniAS,"';-'3nd 
Mr.  Wallace  ladder ly,  Office  of  Information,  "broadcast  Tuesday,  May.' 21';'  1940,  in 
the  Eepartment  of  Agriculture  period  of  the  Ifetional  Farm  and  Home. Hour  loy'the 
Ifational  3roedcasting  Conpany  and  a  network  of  92  associate  radio^^1i^^1^ons. 

— ooOoo —  \  .  ■• 

mLACS  IiADIEPJLY:  |"        '  -  '  ■""^'^^ 

Yes,  Sverett,  here  we  are  in  Washington,  7/ith  our  regular  Tuesday  line-up  of 
Department  of  iigriculture  reporters.     First  reporter  up   Bath  Vaji  Deman. 

KJTE  VAIT  EHiAII: 

Wallace,   I  don't  know  hov;  far  I  can  keep  up  with  you  in  this  baseball 
language.     But  Item  'So.  1  of  news  here  should  make  a  hit   at  least  with  every- 
body who's  been  asking  us  about  cotton  stockings. 

Six  of  our  designs  are  now  in  comnercial  production.     They're  being  made  by 
three  companies  that  distribute  thefr  goods  all  over  the  coiintry, 

KALDSSIY: 

That  means  that  these  new  cotton  hose  are  on  sale  in  the  stores  then? 
VAiT  miMi 

Some  are.     For  instance,  this  mesh  d-esign  I'm  wearing,  •'  '' 

KADD3HLY: 

M}/  of  the  plain  ones  being  manufactured  yet? 

VAJ"  mmi:  ■.         . . 

Yes   some  pure  v/hito  ones,  especially  for  nurses'  wear   ajid  another 

with  open-work  clock  design  up  the  ankle.  It's  being  m.adc  in  all  the  stylish,  shades 
of  tan  and  boigc. 

KADDSELY: 

Is  there  axiy  way  the  v/omaii  who  bu^^s  these  cotton  hose  can  identify  them  as 
the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  designs? 

VAI'T  DHIAK': 

Yes,  they're  stamped  on  the  top  .....  Government  103,  or  whatever  the  number 
is.     Of  course  that  means  merely  that  they're  made  according  to  the  designs  worked 
out  in  our  laboratories.     It  doesn't  mean  that  the  Government's  standing  behind' the' 
quality  of  any  particular  pair  of  hose.  . 

KADDSBLY: 

I  under staiid..    Your  hosiery  specialists  specified  the  kind  of  cotton  yarn -to' 
be  used   

VAH  mmh  ,  ■ 

The  num.ber,  the  gauge,  the  way  it  should  be  knit.     There,  our  part  ends, 
KADDEELY: 

In  other  words,  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  is  only  showing  what  can  be. done 
with  American- grown  cotton  in  women's  hosiery,  as  one  of  the  ways  to  absorb  som.e  of 
the  cotton  surplus. 
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That's  right. 

7ell,   item  2  on  my  schedule  here,  is  the  household  ref irgcrator, 
KADDEKLY: 

How  to  buy?   hov;  to  operate?  ....  hov;  to  clean? 

A  little  "bit  on  all  three,  probabl;'-.     Our  household  equipment  people  have  got 
together  recently  a  list  of  the  points  to  look  for  when  you  buy  a  refrigerator, 

KADDZELY: 

I'd  like  to  know  hov;  they  figure  the  size  of  refrigerator  for  a  certain  size 
of  family   a  fainily  of  four,  for  instance. 

Size  or  capacity? 
XADIEELY: 

Capacity,     That' s  "'hat  I  neaJi  of  course   the  space  where  you  keep  food 

cold, 

VA^^  mm: 

The  common  rule  is,  at  least  5  cubic  feet  for  a  far.'.ily  of  t^7o  ....  and  one 
more  cubic  foot  for  each  two  additional  persons. 

KADDERLY:  •   ■  • 

At  least  5  cubic  feet  for  the  fainily  of  two,  and  aj^.other  cubic  foot  for  the 
next  two  persons.     Then  for  the  fanily  of  four  that  would  be  a  refrigerator  of  6 
cubic  feet. 

At  least  that  much.     And  that's  for  the  town  or  city  family  that  doesn't  buy 
in  large  quantities. 

KADDEELY: 

Then  a  faariily  on  the  farm  woxild  probably  need  a  larger  refrigerator,   if  they 
keep  much  milk,  and  butter,  and  fresh  meat  on  hajid, 

VAI^T  milM: 

/uid  don't  forget  that  many  faj-ilics  now  have  frozen  foods  from  a.  community 
locker.     iVozcn  foods  have  to  be  kept  frozen  right  up  to  the  time  they're  cooked. 

KAIDD2ELY: 

How  do  you  answer  the  question  about  what  kind  of  a  refrigerator  to  bu,y7  0 

VAl^T  DHvIAN: 

Llochanicrl  or  ice  cooled,  you  mean? 


KADDERLY: 

Yes. 


Thpt' s  something  else  e\'ery  f.-i^jnily  has  to  f isure  out  for  itself   on  the 

"basis  of  what  kind  of  service  there  is  in  a  community'  for  ice  or  for  the  fuel  to  run 
the  mechanical  unit.     All  that  fig\\res  into  cost  also. 

KADDEHIY: 

Yes,   I  realize  the  cost  of  ho'/r  you're  going  to  keep  the  refirgerator  cold  is 
just  as  much  a  part  of  the  rctual  cost  as  the  figure  on  the  price  tog. 

I  have  some  fifmres  here  on  what  it  takes  to  operate  rcfr igorrtors  of  6 
cuhic  feot  cr,pp„city,  for  a  month,  under  test  conditions, 

KADBEELY: 

Lot's  have  them.     I'd  like  to  jot  them  down. 
VAII  DmM": 

I'll  go  slowly  then.     Ice  first    700  pounds  of  ice, 

KADDSRIY: 

Ice  . , ,  700  pounds. 


VAIT  m/iM: 

Electricity    30  kilowatt  hours. 

KADESELY: 

Electricity,  30  kilowatt  hours. 

YM  JMAMi:    '  ' 

Gas,   natural  gas  a.hout  1000  cuhic  feet  manufactured,  1800'cuhic 

feet. 


KADDEELY: 

Hatural  gas,  lOOO  feet  ....  manufactured,  1300  cuhic  feet. 

7A1^  DSvIAN': 

ICerosene  

ZADDEFJLY: 

That' s  right,    a.  good  many  refrigerators  are  colled  hy  kerosene- "burning 

units. 

vM  immi: 

In  some  places  in  the  country  it's  the  only  possi'ole  way  to  have  a  household 

refrigerator   ?ell,  it  takes  a"bout  15  gfJ.lons  of  kerosene  a  month  to  operate 

the  6-cuDic  foot  capacity, 

KADDERLY:  ■     ■  • 

Are  all  these  figures  in  that  pamphlet  you  spoke  of    in  case  I  lose  this 

slip  of  paper? 


VAIT  D3.:AIT: 

Yes,   they're  there  for  any^body's  refcrer.ce  any  time.     That  is  aii;''  tiir.e  until 
new  models  and  new  inventions  meke  them  out  of  date. 

m 

KADDEELY: 

^.e.t  obout  the  temperature  a.  refrigerabor  should  maintain? 

That's  ajiother  hard  one  to  ansv/er.     So  nuch  depends  on  the  vroy  a  fam.ily  uses 
a  regr igcrator, 

v7e  can  say  this  much  though.     There  should  be  sore  rla.ce  in  a.  refrigerator 
where  the  temperature  staj^-s  at  45  degrees  or  Ic'ver.    Hilk  and  very  perishable  foods 
like  that  need  to  be  kept  avound  45  degrees,     /jad  the  warmest  spot  in  a  refrigerator 
shouldn't  be  over  50. 

KADDSHIY: 

50  degrees  rahrenhoit.     Will  ordinary  household  refrigerators  keep  those 
temperatures  with  a  load  of  food,  stacked  cn  the  shelves? 

Tliey're  supposed  to,     -xit  as  I  say  a  let  depend.s  on  the  v/ay  they're  used  and 
abused.     As  you  knew  you  shouldn't  stack  in  too  much  food  too  closely. 

KADIEELY: 

Yes,   I  Imow   leave  enough  rooL;  for  air  to  circulate.     That' s  one  of  the 

lavs  of  efficient  refrigeration, 

VAH  IMAH: 

jiT-d  insulation   that  is  the  kind  of  insulating  material  and  ho.w  much 

there  is  of  it  has  a  great  dcaJ  to  do  too  with  maintaining  a  lov:  temperature. 

KAEDEELY : 

How  ca.n  you  tell  about  the  insulation? 

To  be  franl-:  you  can' t  tell  much.     You  hp.ve  to  take  it  on  faith  and  the  vord 
of  the  manufacturer.     That's  one  reason  "'hy  v/c'd  ]. iko  to  see  every  refrigerator 
carry  a  label  that  gives  the  i^urchaser  the  facts  on  these- points  listed  here, 

KADDEHLY:  (reading) 

"Manufacturer' s  name. 
Usable  storage  space,   in  cubic  feet. 
Shelf  area,   in  square  foet. 
Ice  capacity,  in  pounds. 
Average  temperature. 

Amount  of  ice,  kerosene,  gas,  or  electricity  needed  for  operation  under 

certain  started  test  conditions. 
Length  of  time  guarantee  is  in  force, 
TThat  guarantee  covers," 


Well,   that  information  ought  to  be  easy  enough  to  supply. 


VAIT  im.iM: 

Yes,   it's  chiefly  information  that  the  manufacturer  has  in  his  files.  It's 
just  a  case  of  passing  it  on  to  the  woman  v.'ho  I'uys  his  "orociuct. 

On  the  cleaning  end,  Fa,llace,  hor;  to  keep  the  refrigerator  sr/eot  and 

sanitary,   I'r>:  going  to  refer  to  the  new  houscclenning  bulletin   and  let  it 

go  a.t  that  today. 

KADDSRIY: 

Sure  there  arc  copies  available?    Tha.t' s  been  very  popular. 

There  v;ore  yesterday  when  v/c  called.     Of  course  many  things  can  happen  in 
24  hours. 

KADDEELY: 

7cll,  barring  an  over  night  raid  on  the  suirply  of  the  house  cleajiing  bulletin 
then,  Farm  and  Home  friends,  xve  can  offer  you  two  publications  today.     Both  of 
these  come  from  the  Bu.reau  of  Hone  Economics.     So  thp^t's  the  place  to  send  your 
requests.     (Ad  lib  offer  of  "Ilousecleaning  management  and  methods"  and  the  "The 
Household  Eef rigera.tor  -  Points  to  Lool^;  for  in  Selecting.") 


